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PITTSBURGH- A Pennsylvania company plans to invest $380 million to expand natural gas pipelines in the state, and ultimctely link to markets in Nw Jersey and Nw York. Penn Virginia 
Resource Partners, L.P., of Radnor, said Monday that some of the expansions to its Lycoming County pipeline in central Pennsylvania will begin in the next two weeks and be finished later this year. Other parts of the project will continue 
through 2018. CEO William H. Shea, Jr. said in a statement thct the expansions are part of a long-term plan to help bring the bountiful gas production from Pennsylvania'sM§CGQIII\,I§_$h9.1.~to markets in the northeast and Nw England, where 
heating oil is used extensively. Shea said the company has signed a 20-year distribution cgreernent with a subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell PLC, as well as cgreernentswith Southwestern Energy Co. and Range Resources Co. to extend an 
existing pipeline an additional 19 miles into Tioga County. The nw project will also eventually connect PVR's existing pipeline to Shell's system in Bradford County. The company said it ultimately plans to connect its pipelines to the 
Tennessee Gas Pipeline, an El Paso Co. project thct stretches from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada. 

Tl ES.COMCoal mining opponents increasingly cite a series of recent studies that dra.v ali nk between mining and poor public health, but not everyone is convinced of their validity. Among the skeptics are researchers at the 
Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine, a school affiliated with Virginia Tech that has begun a three-year study to assess whether there truly is a connection. Dixie Tooke-Ra.vlins, dean and executive vice president of VCOM, said the 
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projoct began with a three-month review of existing research on the issue. "There hasj ust been a tremendous amount of information on health and coal communities; a lot of it is negative," she said. But. .. I grew up in rural Missouri, and there 
were a lot of the same diseases." ... The focus of the study, she said, will be on five chronic conditions: heart disease, cancer, hypertension, diabetes and obesity. It will focus on siteswhereVCOM has residency programs: Bluefield and 
Danville. Tooke-RaNiins said she has a hypothesis: "Coal mining in a community is not any worse than any other industry thct has an impact on the environment and health." 

{ ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP)- Maryland next year will bEmmethefi rst stcteto ban an arE'ellic additive in chicken fee:l.Gov. Martin 0' Mall€"f signEd the measure into I aN on Tuesday along with scores of 
other bills, including reforms to Maryland's estate tax to help protoct family farms and an increase of the allowable high school dropout age from 16 to 17 II n 2015 and to 18 in 2017. Delegate Tom Hucker, D-Montgomery, describEd the ban on 
the additive II n chicken fee:! as a health and environmental benefit. The measure bans roxaroone, a chemical that's use::! to help chickens grow and fight parasites. Pfizer Inc., the company that produces roxarsone, stoppEd sell II ng the chemical II n 
July after a U.S. Food and Drug Administration study found higher inorganic arsenic levels II n chickens given the additive. 

Maryland is set to bEromethefirst state in the nction to outlaw chicken fee:! additives containing arsenic- but it won't be the last, if environmental activists havetheirway. Gov.Martin O'Malleyis schEdulEd to sign 
into law today legislction that bars sale or use of any chicken feEd containing Roxaroone, which has been widely use::! since the 1940s by the poultry industry. It would bEmme effoctive Jan. 1. Environmental and food safety advocates say th€"j 
hope to push for similar le;:Jislation in other states, including neighboring Virginia 

Delawareens have the opportunity today to learn more about the process of seeking grant opportunities at a workshop in Dover.Senators Chris Coons and Tom Carper and Congressman John Carney are hosting the Grant 
Fair and Workshop from 9:30a.m. until 2:30p.m. at Delaware State University's M LK Student Center. "This event will give grant seekers an opportunity to ask questions and get answers to help them with the grant application process," 
Carper said. Coons said elocta:l officials regularly get calls about fEderal grant opportunities. "Researching, writing and applying for grants can be a daunting process and we want to do all we can to make the system easier and more accessible 
for small business owners, entrepreneurs and non-profits," Coons addEd. Participants in the event indudethe Enviroomental Proted:ioo Agency, Boeing, Delaware Community Foundation, PSEG, and various agencies and financial 
instutitons. For additional information send an e-mail to DEGrants@mail.houseor call the delegation's DelaNareoffices. 

skip right past any children's toy, bottle or bowl that doesn't have a 'f:}_II?A.Er~· label. You dutifully pay the extra 30-cents for ?.9f]§IP, organllc apple instead of fee:ling your family a conventional one grown with God-knows­
what. And when it'stimeto paint a room, you'd sooner keep the walls bare than use a non-Jgw_Y.Q_C paint. You also hcte cancer. And t?Ltlb_gS!f_GQ;§. And that is why a~~St.r.o!U.~J3.ntgade" swgpt across the nation'scapiitoll today: Bocausewhile 
parents and millions of other Americans are expressing serious concern with their voices and wallets about harmful chemicals in everyday items, lawmakers have so far proven mostly reluctant to I limit their use. But with the~g:_Q_b~ll99.Lt3.f.\_g 
g_f_~QJJ nearing closer to a vote II n the Senate Environment and Pub I II c Works Committee, this angry army of moms, dads, nurses, cancer survivors and I ots and I ots of chi I dren see a m~ or opportunity to fix that. 

Environmental Protoction Agency last year revokEd a permit for a plannEd, 2,278-acre West Virginia coal mi net hat encapsulcta:l everything wrong with a particularly destructive form of strip mining known 
as mountaintop removal. Two months ago, however, II n a wrongheadEd docision, a FEderal District Court judge rulEd that the agency had not only exceEdEd its authority but reoorta:l to "magical thinking" to justify its action. The agency has 
announcEd thct it would appeal the judge's docision. This is exactly the right move, on two counts. First, the Spruce No. 1 mi newould have buriEd 6.6 miles of streams under tons of mining waste, inflicting permanent damage on the 
environment and local communities. SEmnd, it is important for the E.P.A. to assert its authority under the Cleen Wcter Act at a time when both the law and the agency are under fire in Congress. Judge Amy Berman Jackoon' s ruling tuma:l on 
whether the agency had the authority to retroactively rescind a permit that had already been grantEd by the Army Corps of Engineers. She rulEd thct it did not- thct rescinding an approvEd permit was, in fact, a "stunning power for an agency 
to arrogate to itself." As the agency pointEd out, Soction 404 of the Clean Water Act gives the E.P.A. broad authority to protoct water quality, including the power to "withdraw" a permit "whenever" it determinesthct a projoct wi II cause 
unacceptable damage to the environment. This author II ty has been use::! rarely, but it II s there. Mountaintop mining II nvol ves blasting the tops off mountain ridges to expose subsurface coal seems, then dumping the rubble bel ow. Thousands of 
miles of streams in Appalachia have been destroyEd in this way. The administrction is right to stop this mine as part of its broader campaign to halt a ruinous and unnocessary practice. 

EPA will provide the District of Columbia with explicit deadlines for meeting interim and final stormwater discharge permit requirements, following an agreement reachEd with 
environmental groups. The agreement would require the D II strict of Columbia to develop a stormwater management II mpl ementati on pi an with expl II ell t scha:lul es for ra:luci ng stormwater runoff and meet II ng water qual II ty standards for the 
Chesapeake Bay. At issue was a stormwater discharge permitthat EPA issuEd II n September 2011 for the District of Columbia's municipal separatestormwater sewer system, or MS4. The Natural Reoources Defense Council, Earthj ustice, and 
several other environmental groups challengEd this permit before the agency's Environmental Appeals Board in November, alleging the permit lackEd legally enforceable deadl lines for meeting Clean Water Act obligations (~1§_1)_1[:;N_8~J:l_, 
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11[§/JJ). 
Under the terms of the agreement, EPA said it would insert clear and explicit interim end final deadlines in the permit for the District of Columbia to meet its stormwater diEdlarge obligations, Reba::ca Hammer, NRDC'swater program 
attorney, told BNA. EPA Region 3 spokesman David Sternberg said EPA has 55 days from the date of the agreement to issue a draft notice of proposed changes to the permit. The agency wi II then spend another 180 days before it takes final 
action on these changes, he said. EPA would meet the 180-day deadline providEd it has completEd its consultation with other agencies to comply with the EndangerEd SpociesAct. 

,..__..., . ..._.,.., ........ ,,.=v fEderal disclosure rules mark another positive step toward monitoring the safety of nctural gas drilling. Earlier this month the Obama administrction ennouncEd it wi II require companiesdri II ing for oil end 
natural gas on public and Indian lends to publicly disclose chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing opera ions. This is important in states I ike Pennsylvenia, large portions of which I ie atop the gas-rich Marcellus Shale deposit. The neN rules are 
now in a 60-day public comment period. They will also set guidelines on proper well building end disposal of the massive quantities of wasteNater that accompanies the drilling process. Government's primary duty is to pratEd citizens' health 
and safety. Poople should know what chemicals drillers useduri ng the hydrofracturi ng, or "tracking," process drillers use to obtain the gas. Most drilling in the Keystone State is occurring on privcte lends, but Pennsylvania has leasEd rougly 
700,000 acres of its 2.1 million-acre state forest system to drilling companies. About 175 Marcellus Shale gas wells have been drillEd in the state forests or other publicly ownEd land. The neN rules are far from perf Ed. As originally proposed, 
they call Ed for dri II ers to fi I e disci osure reports before dri IIi ng, but pressure from the gas industry that the measure waul d cause delays resultEd in changes to all ow disci osure after dri IIi ng operations are in pi ace. They require reports of the 
substences, though not the exact formulas, a nod to industry concerns over trade socrets. Bocause drilling includes chemicals like benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene and xylene, all potentially dangerous to health, many drilling critics will be up in 
arms regardless of the exact formulas used in thefracking process. Numerous instances of water pollution have already been linkEd to drilling. And the disclosure rules don't apply to drilling on private land. So requiring that companies make 
this information available for their drilling activities on public lands will supply only a partial picture. Still, the new rules will help givecitizenssomeability to track whet gas drillers are putting into the ground in their region. Thct's a good 
thing. 

Maryland is set to booomethefirst state in the nation to outlcm chicken feed additives containing arsenic- but it won't be the last, if environmental activists have their way. Gov.Martin O'Malleyis schEdulEd to sign 
into I em today legislction that bars sale or use of any chicken feed containing Roxarsone, which has been widely used since the 1940s by the poultry industry. It would booome effoctive Jan. 1. Environmental and food safety advocates say they 
hope to push for similar legislation in other states, including neighboring Virginia Roxarsone had been used to prevent disease and plump chickens up. But the drug's maker, a subsidiary of Pfizer Inc., voluntarily suspendEd sales last year after 
a Food and Drug Administration study found low levels of inorganic arsenic, a carcinogen, in the livers of birds given the veterinary drug. Other studies have found arsenic in poultry manure and in water ways by crop fields fertilizEd with the 
birds' waste. Proponents of the ban arguEd that use of Roxarsone was adding 25,000 to 30,000 pounds of arsenic toM aryl and's soi I and waters annually. Supporters end representatives of the poultry industry arguEd that the state should leave 
the issue to the FDA, and that Maryland farmers would beat a competitive disadventage if Roxarsonewent back on the market. But proponents arguEd that the state needEd to act bocause the drug's maker could resume sales ct any time, since 
the FDA had not formally barrEd it. "Today Maryland shows the nation how to stend up for food safety and the environment," Del. Tom Hucker, D-Montgomery County, the main House sponsor of the legislation, said in a statement. Sen. Paul 
Pinsky, D-Pri nee Goorge's County, cham pi a nEd the measure in the Senate 

Ell EA(Sunday) Last year, America sufferEd historic weather calamities: disastrous tornadoes, severe floods, extendEd drought, rooord-breaking snowfall, raging wildfires, etc. FEderal agencies say $52 billion in 
property loss was inflictEd, and more than 1,000 Americans diEd in weather ravages. This year brought the warmest March ever known, breaking about 15,000 local U.S. heat rooords. Early tornadoesagai n left wreckage end death. Scientists 
say the violent weather is solid evidence that fossil fuel fumes are girdling Planet Earth with greenhouse gases that produce global warming and climate change. Warmer air holds more moisture, producing more extreme storms. A neN study by 
Yale and Goorge Mason university pollsters found that 70 percent of Americans now bel ievethat "global warming is affEdi ng the weather." Yale professor Anthony Laiserowitz commentEd: "Poople are starting to conn~t the dots." 
Subsequently, a worldwide "connEd the dots" demonstration took place May 5 by environmentalist groups lEd by reformer Bill McKibben. Some events: 

._...,, ...... vvL.~· OCEAN CITY-- State environmental officials have citEd a contractor and Tanger Outlets for air poll uti on violctions connEdEd to building renovations. The Maryland Department of the 
Environment issuEd a notice of viol cti on to out I et management and to Premier Exteriors LL C, of South Carolina, for fai I ure to take reasonable procauti ons to prevent air poll uti on. Accardi ng to a campi ai nt, the contractors weren't properly 
cleaning up after themselves whi I e using polystyrene products. The polystyrene reportEd I y was being used to re-shape storef rants during ongoing renovations at the former Ocean City Factory Out I ets. Kathy Phi IIi ps, ex~ti ve director of 
Assateague Coastal Trust, filEd the complaint April 28. She said while grocery shopping at the Tanger Outlets, she spottEd plastic bits blowing through the air end scatterEd on the pavement. She lookEd across the parking lot to see workers 
installing corner accents on pitchEd roofs in carvEd Styrofoam design elements. "The parking lot was I iterally just coverEd in drift from the littleti ny pellets that result from scming that stuff up and the dust from it," she said. Phi I lips fearEd the 
pi~ would wash into storm drains, so she took photos and sent them toM DE water campi iance inspectors. The complaint ultimately was handlEd by the air quality division, she said, bocause the plastic particles first had been airborne. "This 
stuff is plastic," she said. "It doesn't go away. It's broken down into these little pellets. Fish, crab, birds, they think it's food. They consume it. It makes them feel likethey'refull. So they stop eating, end then they die." 
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PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 
From Early Bird Commentary: US must adapt to new energy landscape (Sunday) The development of Cana:la' star sands and North Dakota's Bakken oil shale region have profoundly transformed the U.S. energy landscape. U.S. and 
Cana:lian oil production has risen 11 percent since 2010 and could rise by as much as 50 percent over the next docade. More plentiful North American supply has lowered costs for some U.S. refineries, but mainly in places such as Oklahoma 
and Illinois, where it can be shipped via the Keystone pipeline. But there are no pipelines to carry this oil to the U.S. coastal refining hubs. Thus refining costs in theM idwest have fallen far below those in coastal cities such as Alila:lelphia 
You can seethe problem in the difference between the two main types of crude oil tra:le:l on global futures exchanges. Brent crude, which comes from the North Sea near Britain, has tra:le:l for significantly more than has West Texas 
I nterme:liate, the benchmark for North American crude oils. Bocause Midwestern refineries use crude that follows the WTI price, their owners have reported large profits over the last year. Meanwhile, East Coast refineries, such as the former 
Sunoco and Conoco pi ants near Ali I a:lel phi a, have been mothball Ed, because expensive crude imports rendered them unprofi tab I e. Without a:! equate pipeline I inks to the rest of the country, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Del a.vare refineries 
must rely in large part on more expensive imported crude from Europe and Africa East Coast refineries are also set up to produce gasoline as their m~or product, demand for which is likely to be flat at best over the next docadeasAmericans 
shift to more fuel-efficient vehicles. Demand for heating oil, by contrast, is likely to grow modestly, while diesel will remain a fuel of choice for commercial trucking. 

E.r.QIJLi;~r_!y_~_i_r_c;l __ g~~rg_b~:_§_§l:_l!~.YIIQ~'§QfpiJ~§hittim bu111dimgsAt 5:30a.m., the rain was letting up, but it was still dark as the two men began their rounds of Center City's skyscrapers. They started with a particular alcove, bordered on 
three sides by glass. Pretty. But not for birds. "They get trapped into this angle," said Stephen Maci~wski, scanning the sidwalk for victims. Confused by all the reflections, "they don't know to turn around." So they fly into the glass, and they 
die. As they walked from building to building, he and Keith Russell, Audubon Pennsylvania's science and outreach coordinaor in Phila:lelphia, checked spots where they usually find birds- along sidwalks, behind signs, in stairwells, under 
cars, atop ledges. During spring and fall migrations, from 2008 through 2011, Maci~wski, Russell, and others regularly walked a study area from Market Street to Arch and 17th to 19th, collecting birds and data. 

PITTSBURGH POST- GAZETTE 
From Early Bird F.di1tori1al: INo-llitter zone: The city gets tough on trashlmg Pittsburgh If I itter is the calling card of those who don't carealbout their city, Pittsburgh is not quite the I ivable place it is said to be. As letter writers to the Post­
Gazette point out, litter is everywhere in the Golden Triangle and beyond, an eyesore that never seems to go a.vay. Those who care about litter may outnumber the litterbugs, but it doesn't take many acts of thoughtlessness to suggest otherwise 
--a discarded cigarette butt here, a fast-food wrapper there. But here's some good news. As staff writer Rich Lord reported Saturday, the city has a nw anti-litter coordinctor, Missy Rosenfeld, of Carrick. On Friday, she was at Mark€4: Square 
for a press conference with other litter foes to announce the "Don't Trash My Turf Campaign." The nw slogan is more catchy than the old "Don't Be a Litterbug" and a bit more menacing-- for good reason. Unrepentant litterbugs may find 
themselves penalized for their careless ways. As Mayor Luke Ravenstahl said, "We'regreenlighting a more aggressive enforcement campaign to attempt to really let poople know that we're serious about this." He said police "wi II be looking for 
[litterers] and have an increased a.vareness throughout the bureau." First-time litterbugs could be fined $15. Education is also part of the effort, with TV a:ls funded by a $45,000 grant from the Col com Foundation. All this is welcome. 
Litterbugs be gone. 

From Early Bird Waivers coulld OK dri111111ng near water (Monday) Concern albout the state's ability or commitment to properly regulate the oil and gas industry is "misplaced," Pennsylvania's top regulator of Marcellus Shale gas drilling told 
the state House of Representatives Republican Policy Committee. Speaking at the committee hearing last week in Aliquippa, Scott Perry, state Department of Environmental Protection deputy se:rretary for oi I and gas management, said the state 
fully protects water resources by regulating freshwaer withdra.vals, wastewaer discharges and well site development. "Any amount of pollution of public water supplies is completely unacceptable," said Mr. Perry, a:lding that wider setback 
requirements in the state's oi I and gas I a.v passed earlier this year exclude shale gas development along the Ohio River near a public drinking wcter intake in Beaver County. 

E'?D_IJ§YilY!:!l]~Jjlf)!1 __ ~0_09.1.:1!1.9~-~~-QM __ Q§!t_l!E9!_g_~_p]f!~L!1_'?_90P9f1§iqoPITTSBURGH- A Pennsylvania company plans to invest $380 million to expand nctural gas pipelines in the state, and ultimately link to markets in Nw JerEef and Nw 
York. Penn Virginia Resource Partners, L.P., of Ra:lnor, said Monday that some of the expansions to its Lycoming County pipeline in central Pennsylvania will begin in the next two weeks and be finished later this year. Other parts of the 
project will continue through 2018. CEO Wi IIi am H. Shea, Jr. said in a statement that the expansions are part of a long-term plan to help bring the bountiful gas production from Pennsylvania's_M~cggJ'!,§_$.h9.1~to markets in the northeast and 
Nw England, where heating oi I is used extensively. Shea said the company has signed a 20-year distribution agreement with a subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell PLC, as well as agreements with Southwestern Energy Co. and Range Resources 
Co. to extend an existing pipeline an a:lditional 19 miles into Tioga County. The nw project wi II also eventually connect PJR's existing pipeline to Shell's system in Bra:lford County. The company said it ultimately plans to connect its 
pipelines to the Tennessee Gas Pipeline, an El Paso Co. project tha stretches from the Gulf of Mexico to Cana:la. 

Appeal approved for Washlmgton County man challl engi1 ng DIE P f11nd11ng on M arcelll us contam11nat11 on 
Pennsylvania's environmental court has ruled thct a Washington County resident may appeal a state Department of Environmental Protection determinaion that his private water well was not contaminate:! by nearby Marcellus Shale gas 
drilling operations. The ruling by the Environmental Hearing Board clears the way for Loren Kiskadden of Amwell to pursue an appeal to the board that alleges the DEPs investigation of his well-contamination complaint was inaccurcte and 
incomplete. Sampling of the well by the DEP and Range Resources in June 2011 found dissolved methane gas, chloroform, butyl alcohol, acetone and high levels of sodium and total dissolved solids. But the DEP concluded the contaminants 
weren't caused by Range's well drilling or any other gas well development in the area. The DEP said in its September 2011 response letter to Mr. Kiska:lden'swell contamination complaint, that his water problem was caused by "natural 
conditions." 

E\lE,NT;_Sl1{";)Lt2_~w.tbo.c~JW§_McG.c?W_IltJJt'i.ttl:lbumb 
Author and journalist Seamus McGraw wi II discuss his book, "The End of Country," which chronicles the rise of Marcell us Shale gas dri IIi ng near his property in SuEquehanna County, Pennsylvania Hosted by TheAIIegheny Front's 
Jennifer Szwe:laJordan and the Post-Gazette's Erich Schwartzel. The event takes place at WYEPs Community Broadcast Center (67 BEdford Street, Pittsburgh) on Thursday May 24 at 6:30pm. The event is FREE. Reserve a space by email: 
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HARRI SBURGH PATRIOT NEWS 
From Early Bird Marcelli us Shale Coali1tion touts i ndus!ry's success i1n Pennsyllvan11a at Capi1toll rallly With natural gas prices slightly more than half of what they were a year ago and drilling rigs moving out of the state to more lucrative 
plays, the MarcellusShale Coalition is touting job growth for Pennsylvanians. At a rally on the Capitol steps Monday, the industry group attempted to counter two of the most persistent criticisms leveled at its jobs claims: thct the jobs are 
temporary, nonunion work and too often go to out-of-stateworkers from places such as Texas and Oklahoma Workers with the Laborers' International Union of North America provided Marcell us Shale Coalition President Katie Klaber a 
blaze-orange backdrop. They cheered as their union's legislative director, AbeAmoros, describoo the expansion of union job opportunities as a result of the shale boom." Marcellus Shale has been a tremendous boost for our members," A moras 
said. "We reglad these jobs are here to stay and will be around for at least a generction." Mike Narcavage, an executive with Chesapeake Energy, a company dri I ling for gas in Pennsylvania, spoke of a brain-drain "boomerang." People who 
had left Pennsylvania for work are returning bocause of opportunities thct have openoo up in the Marcellus Shale industries, he said. Increasingly, he said, Pennsylvanians are being hi roo for drilling industry jobs. Kristi Cellitti, a 24-year-old 
mother of two, took the rostrum and said she "didn't think twice' about leaving her state job ct CareerLink for a position in Halliburton's Muncy office. In 2010, she said, the Halliburton office had 40 employees. Today, it hascloseto 500. 
She acknowledged not all of them are from Pennsylvania. "We have several, several locals," she said. 

WILLI AM SPORT SUN-GAZETTE 
From Early Bird $380M gas pipelineto be buillt 11n region A Pennsylvania company plans to invest $380 million to expand natural gas pipelines in the state, and ultimately link to markets in Nw Jersey and Nw York. Penn Virginia 
Resource Partners LP, of Radnor, said Monday that some of the expansions to its Lycoming County pipeline in central Pennsylvania will begin in the next two weeks and befinishoo later this year. Other parts of the project will continue 
through 2018. CEO William H. Shea Jr. said in a statement that the expansions are part of a long-term plan to help bring the bountiful gas production from the state's Marcellus Shale to markets in the northeast and Nw England, where heating 
oil is used extensively. Shea said the company has signed a 20-year distribution agreement with a subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell PLC, as well as agreements with Southwestern Energy Co. and Range Resources Co. to extend an existing 
pipeline an additional 19 miles into Tioga County. The nw project eventually will connect PVR's existing pipeline to Shell's system in Bradford County. The company said it ultimately plans to connect its pipelines to the Tennessee Gas 
Pipeline, an El Paso Co. projoct that stretches from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada. Steve Milbourne, director of Investor Relations, said two systems of pipelines are being expandoo: a larger one north and west of Williamsport, and another one 
east of the city. He described the work as phase Ill of the projoct. 

::.....::_=:....=.=-.::J-:;=.:::::.....:==.::..:::::..:...:;_:_;:;;:..:_:_::'-"-"=-=:_c;;:;;_== Nw federal disclosure rules mark another positive step toward monitoring the safety of natural gas dri IIi ng. Earlier this month the Obama administration announced it wi II require companies 
gas on lands to publicly disclose chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing operations. This is important in states I ike Pennsylvania, large portions of which I ie atop the gas-rich Marcell us Shale deposit. 

The nw rules are now in a 60-day public comment period. They will also set guidelines on proper well building and disposal of the massive quantities of wastwater thct accompanies the dri I ling process. Government's primary duty is to 
protect citizens' health and safety. People should know what chemicals drillers use during the hydrofracturi ng, or "tracking," process drillers use to obtain the gas. Most drilling in the Keystone State is occurring on privcte lands, but 
Pennsylvania has leased rougly 700,000 acres of its 2.1 million-acrestateforest system to drilling companies. About 175 Marcell us Shale gas wells have been drilloo in the state forests or other publicly owned land. The nw rules are far from 
perfect. As originally propose:J, they called for drillers to file disclosure reports beforedri II ing, but pressure from the gas industry that the measure would cause delays resultoo in changes to allow disclosure after drilling operations are in place. 
They require reports of the substances, though not the exact formulas, a nod to industry concerns over trade secrets. Bocause dri IIi ng includes chemicals I ike benzene, tal uene, ethyl benzene and xylene, all potentially dangerous to health, many 
drilling critics will be up in arms regardless of the exact formulas used in thefracking process. Numerous instances of water pollution have already been linked to dri II ing. And the disclosure rules don't apply to drilling on private land. So 
requiring that companies make this informction available for their drilling activities on public landswi II supply only a partial picture. Still, the nw ruleswi II help give citizens some ability to track whet gas drillers are putting into the ground in 
their region. That's a good thing. 

WILKES-BARRE Cl Tl ZENS' VOl CE 
I~JD.q shows spi1llls d11dn't pql_ll_vtq Drilling mud spills from construction of a natural gas pipeli nedid not pollute Leonards Creek, according to results of testing by the state Department of Environmental Protection and Wilkes University's 
I nstitutefor Energy and Environmental Research for Northeast Pennsylvania Since the beginning of the month, there have been five spills totaling ct least 6,000 gallons of water containing bentonite, a type of clay used in drilling, at two 
Dallas Township sites: Leonards Creek on Kunkle Road and at the intersection of Upper Demunds Road and Goodleigh Road. The spills occurroo when a contractor was drilling beneath wetlands to install a pipeline that will ultimately connect 
natural gas wells in Susquehanna County to the Transco interstate pipeline in Dallas Township. The pipeline projoct was started by Chief Gathering LLC, but rocently sold along with other assEts to PVR Partners. 

TOWANDA DAILY REVIEW 
EmtQGtLogJb~_Ql:JY_IILOnmoo~ 
There are many people who are concerned about the effects that gas dri I ling is having on our environment. But locally, there is a company of people who are working their hardest to prevent contamination to the area's beautiful waterways and 
a::juifers. The main goal of Big West Oil Field Services is to provide a good quality containment system that will prevent contaminction. And there is one local man working for Big West who is proud of his company's goals and environmental 
standards and concerns. "They pay a lot of attention to making sure it's contained," said Rob Smith, Pennsylvania operations manager for Big West. 

E9§§i_9L9_fD_E:ltb~9g~JI1i_gr_~ti_gn_i_~\:I_E?.i_oy_~Lg_~~jJJ_L_I?f9YIWP-
DEPs Oil and Gas Program and Chesapeake Energy are investigating a "possible'' methane gas migration issue in Leroy Township that was first reported to DEP on Saturday evening, May 19, according to a nws release from DEP. DEP stated 
thct two private drinking water wells have methane in the headspace and have been vented, and there has also been gas bubbling documented in nearby wetlands. According to DEP, Chesapeake's Morse well pad contains two wells and is about 
one-half mile from the impacted private wells. DEP said it hassamploo four private wells in the area, and no methane has been detectoo inside any of the homes. Meanwhile, Chesapeake's consultant is screening all private wells within a 2,500 
foot radius of theM orse pad. 
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JOHNSTOWN TRIBUNE DEMOCRAT 
M_Qf~_tb?n_§QQJQP_§jQ_~g~'fJS,T"l!~ l:ly_pgws,r_P!1'l.otprgj_QQ! 
HOMER Cl TY- One of the largest local construction projocts e.~er is just lifting off the ground, and there's still time to land a good job. But experience helps. Only 70 workers are currently on the job, doing ground preparation work for two 
15-story scrubbers- anti-pollution de.~ices that wi II be installoo at the Homer City Generating Stction by early 2014. That's little more than 10 percent of the600-person construction work force expoctoo to swarm over the $750 mi Ilion work 
site by fall." Most of them are expoctoo to come from local union halls," GE spokesman Andy Katell of Stamford, Conn., said at the plant Monday." And this is important: Think of all the indiroct jobs that will be creatoo, all kinds of goods and 
services." General Eloctric owns thecoal-firoo, 1 ,884-me:ga.vatt plant that generates enough power for 2 million homes .... The scrubbers are being installoo to meet with stringent new air-pollution rules thct will take effoct in 2014. 

~"'W!:'!9~J!:O!Ok.i?_?!J9_\Y_Jt:l_i_ghl_?n9_JQ_rns,~t§.t§!t_'?_QJ§OQ§I:~':§ JOHNSTOWN - Spending nearly $2 mi IIi on and angering hundroos of customers to crack down on stormwater inflow issues hasn't solvoo overflow problems in Highland Sewer and 
Water Authority's sanitary sewage system. But a pair of 2-million-gallon holding tanks under construction above Ohio Street will allow the surges to betrectoo gradually and bring that SEd:ion of the authority's system into compliance with 
state mandctes, Highland Manager Edward Englehart said during a tour of the $8.8 million projoct. The huge tanks are designoo to take in excess sewage flows that are typical following heavy rainstorms. Sewage can be gradually dischargoo 
back into the main sewers, call oo interceptors, and then on to Johnstown Rooe.~el opment Authority's Domi ck Point treatment pi ant in West Taylor Township. 

WASHINGTON POST 
From Early Bird Letter: TakeciE:anup of the IA:Jtomacas!ep further I am glad to seethe attention the impairoo Potomac River is receiving, but I want to point out that one fountainhead of pollution is not mentionoo enough in the local 
mooia Both the District and Alexandria are le:gally permittoo, during "significant" rains, to discharge rw S€\1\'agefrom our homes, schools, office buildings and more straight into tributaries of the Potomac through combinoo S€\1\'er and storm­
water systems. I am all for cleaning up the surface water running off urban, suburban and rural lands, as explainoo so well in" Recipe for a healthy Potomac'' [Local Opinions, May 20]. But we must not ignore the fact thct when it rains a 
significant amount, many of us are flushing our toilets directly into the Nation's River. 

ErQI!Li;5!r_!y__~_i_r_c::t.E.!T!]LQHfJIJ~'Dt?E§!:§_!Jme Obama to at:tE:.'fld IR11 o IE.arth summ11 t The I eaders of nearly two dozen environ mental groups call oo on President Obama to at end next month's Rio+ 20 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, underscoring 
the uncertainty that continues to cloud the historic meeting. More than 130 presidents, prime ministers and other heads of state have committoo to attend the conference from June 20 to 22, which is also known as the Unitoo Nations Conference 
on Sustainable De.~elopment. But many experts question whether the session- coming 20 years after a U.N. summit in Rio that concludoo with three global environmental treaties- will produce a meaningful outcome. And the White House 
has not said whether Obamawill travel there.Occupioo with the European financial crisis, leaders such as Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel and Britain's prime minister David Cameron have optoo out of attending the summit. But several 
significant world leaders, such as Russian president Vladimir Putin, will come to Rio. 

E~~~y_~~~~-~Q~~-~~A~i~~~l~1~~~~~W®~~~~~9.~~J~~~cu~~nch~erhead-camV~h~~asweetspotinm~agi~h~s,but~eir~andchil~en~moffili~y~lust~era1-
terabyte hard drive streaming video to a high-resolution screen. "Today, it's not the most critical thing in the world to have the most exciting car," said Jim Wangers, 85, known as "the godfather" of the Pontiac GTO, which helpoo define the 
muscle car era" In the 1960s it was absolutely mandatory that you had a swinging set of wheels. Now, personal mobility has been replace:l by personal mobility on theWeiJ." America's fabloo love affair with the car hasn't endoo, but like 
many a romance that gets off to a smoking-hot start, it has e.~olvoo over the years into more placid coexistence rootoo more in noo:l than pleasure. There are a multitude of reasons: The roads don't seem so free or open as they were when the 
affair bl ossomoo after World War II. Congestion and the pi II ory at the gas pump have rei noo in some of the wander I ust. 

WTOPRADIO 
From Early Bird FuturearE:afloodi1ng_promptschangesto bui1ldimg pJ§O!? WASHINGTON- The Washington re:gion could be facing more flooding of the Potomac River, Chesapeake Bay, even the National Mall in a few years. Residents 
could also expoct longer periods of drought and more severe storms. It's not cctastrophic, but it is enough for some planners to urge precautions to deal with global warming. Antonio Busalacchi from the University of Maryland Earth Systems 
Science Interdisciplinary Center ~s those precaution should include how land is used and de.~elopoo and roads are constructoo. "The decisions we make now, will impact us for decades to come," Busalacchi ~s. Stuart Freudberg, diroctor of 
Environmental Programs at the Washington area Council of Governments ~s some of the fixes that may be noo:loo are not that complex or expensive. "Your walls a little higher, your storm water pipe is a little bigger" Freudberg ~sin 
advising governments in how to respond to rising water le.~els. Freudberg ~s improvements have to last 50 to a 100 years so you have to look at the effoct of climate change. The group which gctheroo Monday at COG headquarters in D.C. 
says the I ocal impact of cl i mete change is already e.~i dent in more flooding, more severe storms, and in recent years more drought. "We just I oak ct the weather that we've seen in recent years and recent decades, I think a I ot of people 
understand that there's something different going on" ~s Busalacci. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (DC) 
E~~~y_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~m~~~~tr~m~t~J~~~~-~~SHINffiOO-~ofu~erDi~ctDepartm~ofh~~ro~~em~~~~ebeen~~~ina~i~~vi~~~~~ 
to overlook alle:goo environmental violations ct a construction site in southwest Washington. Fifty-two-year-old JoeL. Parrish of Windsor M iII, M d. and 60-year-old Gre:gory A. Scott of Temple Hills, Md. were both ~ten~ to a year in 
prison on Monday. They each pleadoo guilty in March to one count of solicitation and receipt of a bribe by a public official. According to proSErutors, in the summer of 2011, Scott and Parrish told construction managers ct the southwest 
Washington sitethct they found violations in the handling of hazardous asbestos material that could result in fines of up to $300,000. They then agroo:l to accept $20,000 in bribes to overlook the alle:goo problems. 

HLNtv.COM 
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\!Yb_<!'?:In_t_o§J_§!ppy __ t::l:JJ??_Ig~jl_o_g~_t]~_bllt:;_QJ~~, 
You skip right past any children's toy, bottle or bowl that doesn't have a 'f~.IPA. ... Er.~· label_ You dutifully pay the extra 30-cents for ?..G.Li~q§!J!9_~i nstecd of fea:li ng your fani ly a conventional one grown with God-knows-whet. And when 
it's time to paint a room, you'd sooner keep the walls bare than use a non-!_gyy_)L_QQ paint You also hate cancer. And blrtb_gggg;;. And that is why a~:.Stm!lL~_B.I!IQa:le" :;wept across the nation's capi1toll today: Bocausewhile parents and millions 
of other Americans are expressing serious concern with their voices and wallets about harmful chemicals in everyday items, lavvmakers have so far proven mostly reluctant to limit their use. But with the~_f?_Qb_Gm!G?I_:;_[\g_gL:?QJJ nearing 
closer to a vote in the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, this angry army of moms, dads, nurses, cancer survivors and lots and lots of children see a m~or opportunity to fix thct. 

II) 

DELAWARE CAPE GAZETTE 
From Early Bird W11th help from fn1ends, L.wes mayor pedals to oHi1ce Lwes- Twenty-five local cyclists converged on Lwes Mayor Jim Ford's house along Savannah Road ct 8 am. May 18 to ride their bikes with him to his city hall 
office. It's an annual bike ride aimed at promoting a healthy, active lifestyle in Lwes. Cyclists took a short tour of the city before ending at Ford's office. "Call me when you want to ride, and I'd be happy to go, as long as I don't have a 
meeting," Ford said following the ride. National Bike Month has been a busy one in the Cape Region. In addition to Bike to Work Day, on May 4 Cape Henlopen students participcted in Bike to School Day and on May 16 Sussex Cyclists 
hosted the eighth annual Ride of Silence. On May 17 in Lwes City Hall, state officials unveiled an extensive nEtwork of trails and pathways including an extension of the Junction and Breakwater Trail into Lwes, an extension of a trail around 
Gordons Pond in Cape Henlopen State Park and the Georgetown to LeNes Rail Trail. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS fDeJ.) 
From Early Bird Del. inlland bay dra::lgllnQ.JJ9.Llt~_qly this year MILLSBORO, Del. (WTW)- A Delavvareofficial says there isn't any money in the budget for dredging of smaller inland bay waterways. David Small, the deputy SErretary of 
the Delavvare Department of Nctural Resources and Environmental Control, says that bocause of attrition of staff and a:Juipment, the state's ability to perform the work has also decreased. Local representctives met with DNREC officials this 
month about the issue. Rep. John Adkins says he would like to see a permanent funding source so mud flats and sand bars don't emerge at low tide. The lavvmaker says boating is declining bocause boct owners can't get in and out at low tide 
and boct slips area significant revenue source forM illsboro. Adkins says many restaurants also serve patrons who arrive by boat. 

NEWSWORKS 
P.9.l_@W§l_r_~_gg_ogressi anal del egal:11 on hosts Qf?.OtJ?iL§.OQ.~.QL~§!:l_QQ Delavvareans have the opportunity today to I earn more about the process of seeking grant opportunities at a workshop in Dover.Senctors Chris Coons and Tom Carper and 
Congressman John Carney are hosting the Grant Fair and Workshop from 9:30am. until 2:30p.m. at Delavvare State University's M LK Student Center. "This event wi II give grant seekers an opportunity to ask questions and get answers to 
help them with the grant application process," Carper said. Coons said elected officials regularly get calls about federal grant opportunities. "Researching, writing and applying for grants can be a daunting process and we want to do all we can 
to make the system easier and more accessible for small business owners, entrepreneurs and non-profits," Coons added. Participants in the event include the Environmental Protection Agency, Boeing, Del aN are Community Foundation, 
PSEG, and various agencies and financial instutitons. For additional information send an e-mail to DEGrants@mail.houseor call thedelegction's DelaNareoffices. 

PENN ENVIRONMENT 
QI[§:§Q_Q§l_r_§_T!jple Win Woulld Save Pennsylvanians $2.3 bi llli1on th11s Summer As Pennsylvanians gEt reedy for summer road trips, a PennEnvironment Research & Policy Center report finds that cleaner, more fuel efficient cars would 
significantly slash oil consumption and global warming pollution across the state. The report, -~{f]]fJ]f}[__Qn_th(:]:_/3Q_E]r;i; __ G_g!ng Farther on a Gallon of Gas, was released as the Obanaadministration is on the verge of finalizing fuel efficiency and 
global warming pollution standards for cars and I ight trucks that achieve a54.5 mpg standard by 2025. "Cleaner cars can help Pennsylvanians travel to beautiful places like the Poconos, our wonderful state parks, and the Jersey Shore, without 
creating as much of the poll uti on that threatens those very places," said A dan Garber, Field Director at PennEnvironment. "As hot as this summer is shaping up to be, the last thing we need is more oil burning in our cars and more global 
warming poll uti on heating up our atmosphere. But in some of the cars and trucks out there today, a gallon of gas disappears more quickly than a snowball in July. Let's beet the heat by getting cleaner cars on the road with the Obana 
administration's proposed clean car standard." If the cars and trucks on the road today met the proposed 54.5 mpg standard, it would slash statwide oil dependence by 603,464,419 gallons and cut our global warming pollution by 5,321,459 
marie tons this summer alone. That's thea:juivalent of taking nearly 5 coal plants offline for the whole summer. Those savings mean we would burn less cash too, saving the average Pennsylvaniafanily $467.61 at the pump in a summer. 

CHARLESTON GAZETTE 
From Early Bird F.:dii torii al : IE.xtremoo: Cll i mate change (Sunday) Last year, America suffered historic weather cal ani ties: disastrous tornadoes, severe floods, extended drought, record-breaki ng snowfall , ragi ng wi I dfi res, etc. Federal 
agencies say $52 billion in property loss was inflicted, and more than 1,000 Americans died in weather ravages. This year brought the warmest March ever known, breaking about 15,000 local U.S. heat records. Early tornadoes again left 
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wrockcge a1d death. Scientists say the violent weather is solid evidence that fossi I fuel fumes are girdling PI anet Eath with greenhouse gases that produce global warming and climate change. Warmer air hoi ds more moisture, producing more 
extreme storms. A nevv study by Yale and GeJrge Mason university pollsters found that 70 percent of Ameriea1s now believethct "global warming is affecting thewecther." Yale professor Anthony Laiserowitz commentE£1: "People are starting 
to connect the dots." Subsa::juentl y, a worldwide" connect the dots" demonstration took pi ace May 5 by environmentalist groups I ej by reformer B iII McKibben. Some events: 

From Early Bird Bllog: SWiint IReo_,_Qpito' s IEPA attacks a 'fooll' s errand' The EPA signaiE£1 last week that it intends to appeal a fejeral court ruling overturning its veto of a key water pollution permit for one of West Virginia's largest 
mountaintop removal mines.U.S. District Judge Amy Berman Jackson in Washington, D.C., rulE£! in March that the EPA exceEdE£1 its authority in January 2011 when it revokE£! a Clean Water Act permit thct the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer 
had issuE£! for the project years earlier. In siding with St. Loui&-basE£1 Arch Coal, she doclarE£1 the permits for the 2,300--acre Spruce No. 1 mine in Loga1 County remain valid.When Capito heard about the appeal, she issuE£! a statement saying 
the EPA "won't take no for an a1swer" bocause it has a" radical, anti-coal cgenda" But Swint contends it's Capito's rhetoric thct's radical and calls her a puppet of the industry." I've heard all my life that 'Coal is West Virginia,"' Swint said." I 
discgree. West Virginia is West Virginia, and there just so happens to be other businesses and industries that call our state home." He says pol iticianswho constantly complain of a "war on coal" are out of touch with the reality that mining 
employment has increased in West Virginiasince President Barack Obama took office.Capito's spokesman didn't immE£1iately respond to messcges Monday, but in a rocent intervievv with The AssociatE£! Press, Capito said she supports a 
comprehensive national energy plan that includes not only coal but also nctural gas and solar power 

From Early Bird Bllog: 'Banniing cars that flly': Coal faces the market West Virginia political leaders and mE£1ia personalities don't much like it when some uncomfortable facts get interjectE£1 into their "war on coal" narrative about the 
Obama administration and the efforts of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to rE£1uce coal's impacts on the environment, public health, a1d the global climate. Hoppy Kercheval over at West Virginia MetroNevvs was rE£1ucej to 
babbling about "environmental extremist acolytes" in a commentary in which he triE£1 almost desperately to avoid talking about how the Obama administration's crackdown on mountaintop removal hadn't brought the coal industry crashing 
down after all- that the number of coal miners working in West Virginia has actually increased since President Obama took office. Hoppy made brief mention that "some in the anti-coal crowd" are pointing to these facts, but he couldn't be 
botherE£1 to actually give readers of his commentary the actual figures. I doubt anyone really expocts much dis:;ussion of these positive employment figures during the series of taxpayer-fundE£1 meetings the Coal Forum is hosting stating 
tomorrow here in Charleston to provide the industry a forum to attack President Obama. Industry officials and their political allies are I ikely to talk more about the layoffs that have been announcej in the coal industry so far this calendar year. 
By my quick count, those layoffs confirmE£1 as occurring in West Virginia add up to roughly 600 workers. Even if you account for those layoffs, though, coal employment remains above pre-Obama levels. Some companies haveannouncej 
larger figures for their layoffs, but haven't spocifiej how many job losses occurrE£1 in West Virginia (see here and here). Even if all of those jobs losses were countE£1, total coal-mining employment in West Virginia still increased for nine 
straight quarters, through thefi rst quater of 2012 (See comments section below). What you Cal expoct to hear about is a fairly rocent report issuE£! by Bloomberg Government, "The Twilight of Coal-FirE£! Power? The EPA's Nevv Standards 
for Greenhouse Gases." The Coal Forum has promotE£! the report on its website, and copies are being distributE£! to the local mE£1ia The Coal Forum's site listE£1 these three conclusions, quotE£! word-for-word from the Bloomberg report 

From Early Bird Wate-r company to reconsider project fundimg cuts CHARLESTON, W.Va.-- Officials for West Vi rginiaAmerican Water havecgreed to take another look at funding local water projocts. Last summer, water company 
officials slashE£1 funding for publ ic-privctewcter patnershipsall over the state, saying budget constraints kept them from providing a1y money to help with local water projects. The water company backE£1 out of several commitments, 
induding a $1.1 mill ion promise to help bring water to about 145 families in the Leatherwood and Reamer Hill areas of Kanavha County. That move came after thestcte Public Service Commission gave the utility a much smaller rate increase 
tha1 re;questE£1 last year. In October, officials from Kanavha County and seven other public service districts around the state went to the PSC to try to force the water compa1y to continue providing funding and other help for water projects. 
Officials on both sides have been meeting since then to try to work out a compromise. Representatives from thewcter company and the public service districts cgreed on a proposej settlement last week. "It means the water company is back in 
the water business, to an extent," said Colt Sandoro, spocial administrative assistant to Kanavha County Mancger Jennifer Sayre. Sandoro was among those at last week's mE£1iation meeting. 

From Early Bird St. All bans IHI1gh School receives sevvage upgra::leto avo11d baseball! flleldfllood11ng CHARLESTON, W.Va.- St. Albans City Council members approvE£! an upgrade of the sevvcgesystem near the high school Tues::lay 
evening that should allevicte problems with flooding at the school's baseball field. The upgrade will cost the Kanavha County Board of Education about $40,000 a1d the city about $20,000, according to Mayor Dick Callavay. Callavay said 
the baseball team's schE£1ule has been interruptE£1 in the past due to heavy rains, and the roconstruction of storm drains on Hudson Street wi II help avoid future overflow on the field. "This has been an issue for a while. When the school was 
constructE£!, there were problems with the engineering of the building, and all of the rainwater is divertE£1 from the building a1d parking lot down to the baseball field and the surrounding area," Callavay said. "We have a very nice field, but we 
run into problems when heavy rains happen. This should resolve that." Callavay said the city is happy to work with the school board to better the baseball team's playing conditions. "This is a Board of Education problem, so they're paying for 
the majority of the project. But, we're happy to be able to work with them in order to help solve this problem that has been affecting our students and their families," he said. "We are going to do our part to accommodate a1y additional needs." 

W.Va.- A 200--acretract of cliffs and canyon rim overlooking Smoke Hole Canyon has been protectE£1 forever through a conservation easement donatE£! to 
the West Virginia Heritcge Fund by landowners William a1d Erik Puffenberger. "This project protects one of the rarest plant communities in West Virginia a1d a1 important vievv from the Big Bend Campground a1d in 
Smoke Hole Canyon," said Terrell Ellis of Charleston, who chairs the conservation fund's board. "Thanks to the Puffenbergers' great love for their property a1d their desire to protect these and other important values, this la1d will be forever 
protectE£1 from development." The conservation of the Puffenberger tract was announcej Monday foil owing a ceremony at the site. The property, which adjoins the Monongahela National Forest's Spruce K nob-Senoca Rocks National 
Recreation Area, has been usE£! as a hunting retreat by three generations of the Puffenberger family. Under the terms of the easement, the family will continue to own and hunt on the land, but development of the tract will be restrictE£1. The 
Puffenberger tract, locatE£! atop Cave Mountain in Pendleton County, supports such rare plant communities as I imestone glades and white cejar woodlands, found only in the central Appalachia1s. A single cliff on the property is known to 
contain at least seven rare pla1t spocies. Rodney Bartgis, state director for The Nature Conservancy in West Virginia, which assistE£1 in negotiating the Puffenberger easement, said thefuturefor some rare species found on the tract depends 
upon the preservation of the natural habitats of Smoke Hole a1d Cave Mountain. "This easement is a perfect example of the conservation commitment landowners often have for their land," Bartgis said. "The family loves to hunt. While they 
certainly could have sold their la1d for development, they were very serious about making sure they were leaving something for future generations to enjoy." 

From Early Bird Ciity gets grant for walkway design, iimprovements CHARLESTON, W.Va.-- Final design of a Slack PlazamakeJver could stat this fall under afE£1eral grant City Council members approvE£! Monday.But folks hoping for 
a quick fix to the 1980&-era pE£1estrian bottlenock, as envisionE£1 by a design team last summer .. 
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KEYSER MINERAL NEWS 
[;IQJIQJ3JA_I,_,_Ilm_q_t_q_b~rJrgm_tb_q_'?JJQOtm§_QfjJy~_il_o_[S~y~ 
Keyser, W.Va- Woonesday night's Keyser City Council meeting promises to be momentous, with both near-term a1d far-reoching implications for the city of Keyser a1d the pooplewho call it home. For the sake of those who I ive here, and 
those who will, the good people of Keyser must stand up a1d make their voices heard .... This meeting looms large in the annals of Keyser, with some very weighty issues to be consideroo, ncrnely what to do about improving the water system 
and bocome compliant with Chesapeake Bay cleanup sta1dards relatoo to a new scwcgetrectment pla1t. Silence is golden, it is said, but silence can also be corrosive. Martin Luther King Jr. observoo that "The hottest place in hell is reservoo 
for those who remain neutral in times of great moral conflict." If one accepts thct our lives are measuroo in large part by the world we bequeath our children, and that the actions of a free citizenry have the most profound effoct at those levels of 
government that are nearest the people, then it counts as a moral imperative that the people of Keyser must take sides in this debate. It is time for the silent mcjority in Keyser to rise a1d support the duly eloctoo leadership of this community. 

WDTV 5 NEWS 
R~-~l_?m_f?_t:P8_,_M?D9bJLO_P_l!Itog_IR?JJy 
.bhn Raese took time on Monday to sian the Fooeral Environmental Protoction Agency along with Senator .be Ma1chin. Using the Albright Power Station as a backdrop, Raesesaid Manchin has failoo to fight the EPA. He also worries whet 
we'll do in the Mountain State when coal firoo power plants start to close. Earlier this year, First Energy a1nounca:J plans to close three local plants, including the Albright Station in Preston County. They said they ma::lethe decision basOO on 
on new fooeral regul cti ons. Those regulations require companies to rEtrofit older pi ants with technology that would I i mit emissions. Raese claims M a1chi n hasn't done enough to fight those regulations. "Here's a man that's already i mpl ementoo 
his key piece of legislation," Raece said. "(That's) West Virginia's cap-and-tra::le, House Bill 103. We have it right now, which mea1s 25 percent of the coal that goes into our power pla1ts has to be alternative or renewable energy." 

BALTIMORE SUN 
From Early Bird O'Mallley to sigo_L§IIY __ Q?DD_iDQ_?r~tg_jo__c;bjlg~§!JJ~ Maryland is set to become the first state in the nation to outlw chicken f800 a::lditives containing arsenic- but it won't be the last, if environmental activists have their 
way. Gov.Martin O'Malleyis schoouloo to sign into I aN today legislation that bars sale or use of any chicken f800 containing Roxarsone, which has been widely u500 since the 1940s by the poultry industry. It would bocomeeffoctive Jan. 1. 
Environmental and food safEty a::lvocates say they hope to push for similar legislation in other states, including neighboring Virginia Roxarsone ha::l been u500 to prevent disease and plump chickens up. But the drug's maker, a subsidiary of 
Pfizer Inc., voluntarily suspendoo sales last year after a Food a1d Drug Administration study found low levels of inorganic arsenic, a carcinogen, in the livers of birds given the veterinary drug. Other studies have found arsenic in poultry 
ma1ureand in water ways by crop fields fertilizoo with the birds' waste. Proponents of the ban argued thct use of Roxarsonewas adding 25,000 to 30,000 pounds of arsenic to Maryla1d's soi I a1d waters annually. Supporters and representatives 
of the poultry industry arguoo that the state should leave the issue to the FDA, and that Maryland farmers would beat a competitivedisa::lva1tcge if Roxarsonewent back on the market. But proponents arguoo that the state n800oo to act because 
the drug's maker could resume sales at any time, since the FDA ha::l not formally barroo it. "Today Maryland shows the nation how to stand up for food safety a1d the environment," Del. Tom Hucker, D-Montgomery County, the main House 
sponsor of the I egi sl ati on, said in a statement. Sen. Paul Pinsky, D-Pri nee George's County, chan pi onoo the measure in the Senate. 

From Early Bird LettEr: M iikullskii shoulld support fedEral fisheries act The Chesapeake Bay and our coastal areas have always been a staple of Maryland. Throughout the years, I 'vewitnessEd the literal and figurative ebb a1d flow of the 
tides in hopes that someone would take the initiative to protoct the future of our state's abundant fishing and recreational opportunities. I believe that the reoently introduca:J Fisheries Investment and Regulatory Relief Act of 2012 (FI RRA) 
would provide the funding n800oo to ensure that our rich M aryla1d fishing tra::litions remain strong and our coastal communities continue to be a place for Maryland residents and visitors to enjoy. With dwindling fooeral funds, Fl RRA would 
provide dooicatoo funding critical to helping our fishing a1d ocean communities. The funds would come from money already colloctoo from import duties and would be u500 for science-basOO fisheries mancgement, which was the original 
intent of the funds colloctoo. I nstea::l, the money currently goes to the National Ocea1ic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to cover their overhead expenses. I would like to see local fishermen and coastal communities herein Maryla1d 
benefit from Fl RRA, a1d I ern happy to see a pla1 that doesn't further dig into the pockEts of taxpayers. I encourage Sen. Barbara Mikulski to protoct the Chesapeake and our Maryland tra::litions by supporting Fl RRA. 

Q§§ pi pel i ne raises ooncerns about safety, env ii ronment 
Columbia Gas Transmission's underground pipeline runs alongside David Raymond's house in Cockeysvi lie today, as it did when he bought the place 30 years ego, quiEtly delivering natural gas to Baltimore County and beyond without 
incident.Still, Raymond stands with dozens of others-including the Maryland Department of Nctural Resources, state legislators and the Gunpowder Riverkeeper- raising questions about or in opposition to a propo500 21.4-mile line 
running along much the same route from Owings Mills to Fallston.The company operctesabout 200 miles of pipeline in Maryla1d and has had few failures along the routes here, and none that hurt anyone, acoording to regulctory filings. 
Concerns about pipelinesafEiy have been rai500 in public hearings nonetheless, along with fears about harm to property values and the environment. Raymond is crnong a group of neighbors off Falls Roa::l who have hi roo a lwyer to represent 
them, but he said, "We're not saying we're going to go to court" to stop the projoct. "Wej ust want a::lvice" about discussions with the company, he said- both to limit potential dcrncgeto the neighborhood and to "make sure we get the best 
settlement" for any property Columbia takes. 

M_§rylland ban on arseniic iin chicken feed to sprea::l? Maryland issEi to become the first state in the nation to outlw chicken f800 a::lditivescontaining arsenic- but it won't be the last, if environmental activists have their way. Gov.Martin 
O'Malleyisschoouloo to sign into I aN today legislation thct bars sale or use of any chicken f800 containing Roxarsone, which has been widely u500 since the 1940s by the poultry industry. It would bocomeeffoctiveJan. 1. Environmental a1d 
food safety a::lvocates say they hope to push for similar legislation in other stctes, including neighboring Virginia 

DIM0108300 DIM0108309 



Qg_QJQJ_QD!~cy;_GQQQ_§I;~'YV~[Q_§b]R_§b91JJQ_Q~f_Q'l1JILC§9_Qf_9JJJ~[r:D9f§Congress may soon finalize the 2012 Farm Bill, and that hefty document should concern all of us in Maryland- especially when it comes to decn water. As we all know, the 
Chesapeake Bay is the nation's largest and most productive estuary. However, the bay is threatened by pollution from its m~or tributaries, including fertilizer-laden waters from farmlands. Each summer, nutrient runoff leads to algal growth, 
resulting in oxygen depletion as the algae decays. The loss of dissolved oxygen causes more than a third of the Chesapeake Bay to become a "dead zone." Roughly every five years, the U.S. Farm Bill determines how tens of billions of federal 
tax dollars will be spent to shape American food, agriculture and conservation practices. The last bill, passed in 2008, was called the Food, Conservction, and Energy Act of 2008 and carried a price tag of $288 bill ion .... -Bob Benron is 
preS dent of the Bethe&:Ja Chevy Chare Chapter of the lzaak Walton League of America. 

SAL/ SBURY DAILY Tl MES 
From Early Bird Tang~_Q\:AJJg_§_g[i~JQL<'llr_.QQIIlill.i.QD WEST OCEAN CITY-- State environmental officials have cited a contractor and Tanger Outlets for air pollution violations connected to bui I ding renovctions. The Maryland 
Department of the Environment issued a notice of violation to outlet management and to Premier Exteriors LLC, of South Carolina, for failure to take reasonable precautions to prevent air pollution. According to a complaint, the contractors 
weren't proper I y cleaning up after themselves whi I e using polystyrene products. The polystyrene reportedly was being used to re-shape storefronts during ongoing renovations at the former Ocean City Factory Out I ets. Kathy Phi IIi ps, executive 
director of Assateague Coastal Trust, filed the complaint April 28. She said while grocery shopping at the Tanger Outlets, she spotted plastic bits blowing through the air and scattered on the pavement. She looked across the parking lot to see 
workers installing corner accents on pitched roofs in carved Styrofoan design elements. "The parking lot was literally just covered in drift from the little tiny pellets that result from savvi ng thct stuff up and the dust from it," she said. Phillips 
feared the pieces would wash into storm drains, so she took photos and sent them toM DE water compliance inspectors. The complaint ultimately was handled by the air quality division, she said, because the plastic particles first had been 
airborne. "This stuff is plastic," she said. "It doesn't go avay. It's broken down into these little pellets. Fish, crab, birds, they think it's food. They consume it. It makes them feel likethey'refull. So they stop eating, and then they die." 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (Md.) 
From Early Bird O'Mallley to sign chicken arsen11c ban ANNAPOLIS- Gov. Martin O'Malley is scheduled to sign a variety of legislation recently passed by the General Assembly. O'Malley is set to sign a bill that would make Maryland 
the first state to ban an arsenic additive in chicken feed. He's also scheduled to sign a measure requiring all Maryland public schools to keep epinephrine on hand for students in the event of a life-threctening allergic reaction. 

Q:M9!JS¥_§i_g_o§_g_bt!2k.9D._9[~0jlg_Q§!J 
ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP)- Maryland next year will become the first state to ban an arsenic additive in chicken feed.Gov. Martin 0' Malley signed the measure into lavon Tuesday along with scores of other bills, including reforms to 
Maryland's estate tax to help protect fanily farms and an increase of the allowable high school dropout age from 16 to 17 in 2015 and to 18 in 2017. Delegate Tom Hucker, D-Montgomery, described the ban on the additive in chicken feed as a 
health and environmental benefit. The measure bans roxarsone, a chemical that's used to help chickens grow and fight parasites. Pfizer Inc., the company thct produces roxarsone, stopped selling the chemical in July after a U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration study found higher inorganic arsenic levels in chickens given the additive. 

Jw_gge we ghs di sm11 ssal of Frederick County_g_!;JV_~_QQIDflDLOJ§RUt!;l FREDERICK, M d. - A Frederick County judge is considering di smi ssi ng a I avsuit fi I ed by several environmental groups challenging the county's pi an to increase 
development potential by about 50 percent. The Frederick NeNs-Post (http://bit.lly/Jtx2Um) reports that Circuit Judge Julie Salt will issue a written opinion based on arguments she heard Tuesday .The Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the 
Audubon Society of Central Maryland are anong the plaintiffs seeking to stop the all-Republican Board of County Commissioners from reNriting a comprehensive land-use plan adopted in 2010 by their slow-growth predecessors. The 
Maryland Department of Planning supports the plaintiffs' claim that population projections don'tj ustify the proposed increase in development potential. The changes could add as many as 17,000 more homes. 

Rl CHMOND Tl MES-DI SPATCH 
From Early Bird James Riiver can be deceptiively dangerous (Saturday) Rl CHM OND, Va --The mighty James River in Richmond can delight you, and it can hurt you. "The river is dangerous," said long-time James swimmer Donald 
Joyner, 31, as roaring, coffee-colored wcters rushed limbs and logs past Belle Isle on Wednesday. If you aren't faniliar with the Janes, Joyner said, you can easily get swept avay. This is a particularly dangerous time of year for swimmers, 
waders and rock hoppers. Spring rains, even miles upriver, can quickly make the James higher and more powerful, taking visitors by surprise. And whiletheair is warm, thewaterwill be cool until albout mid-June. If you end up in it, your 
muscles can lose their dexterity, making it hard for you to swim to safety. "The biggest thing to remember is the Jarnes is just so unpredictable," said Richmond fire Lt. Robbie Haganan. "It's a good environment. It's a lot of fun. But we've got 
to be careful. We've got to play by the rules." The rules includeacity requirement that people stay out of the river, unless they are wearing life jackets, when the water level tops 5 feet at a gauge near the Huguenot Bridge. And when the river 
hits 9 feet, you can't go in the water without a city permit, usually sought by paddlers. Thefiredepartment has responded to more than 30 river calls this year, Haganan said. About half involved rescues. In atypical scenario, someone wades 
out to a rock, the river comes up, and that person either can't get back or gets swept avay trying. Or someone slips off a rock into rushing waters. 

From Early Bird Virg11n11a BEEch heanmg sa on uranium min11ng (Sunday) The National Academy of Sciences will hold a May 31 hearing in Virginia Beach to give a public briefing on its uranium mining report looking at Virginia The 
NAS last December released a study assessing the prospect of mining in Virginia even as a private company seeksclearanceto mine a Pittsylvania County deposit rich in the ore used as fuel in nuclear power plants. The report concluded that 
health and environmental issues need to be addressed as the state considers whether to I ift Virginia's 30-year mining moratorium. Mining proponents say the industry will enhance Virginia's economy, but critics say it will harm the 
environment. The meeting will be held at the Hilton Oceanfront Virginia Beach, 3001 Atlantic Ave., starting at 6:30 that evening. 
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NORFOLK VI RGI Nl AN-PI LOT 
From Early Bird Developer filne::l for moving slowly on rare-frog habi1tat ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY-- The barking tree frog is a threctenEd sp~ies in Virginia, known to live and breed i nj ust five counties, induding this rural one along 
the Janes River. It is the largest frog in Virginia- and quirky, too, with platelike suckers on its fingers and a penchant for mating after heavy rains. Now, the developer of a luxury subdivision in Isle of Wight County with its fair share of 
trouble must pay an environmental fine for an offense as rare as the frog: The company did not build a frog conservation zone as quickly or completely as re::JuirEd in state permits. The unusual protroion projro has since been completEd, 
albeit years I ate and costing thousands of dollars. Sti II, state wi I dl ife officials are not sure whether the finishEd product is actually helping the threatenEd sp~i es. One memo from the Vi rgi ni a Department of Environmental Quality suggests that 
the much more common American bullfrog, a competitor for food and shelter, may have musclEd in instea:l. Stcteofficials could not say whether any other developer has had to construct an artificial frog habitat before. But in 2005, regulators 
told the development company, VA Timberline LLC, that it must do so to compensate for potential losses of natural habitat within its proposEd subdivision. "It was kind of a test, atrial," said Amy Ewing, who has monitorEd the proj~t in 
r~t years for the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. "We wish things had turnEd out better. But we learnEd a lot, and the habitct is there." Such is the lctest twist in the tale of LaNnes Point on the James, an upscale housing 
getaNay plannEd for 1,300 acres of waterfront land, scenic bluffs and dense forest. Historic Fort Huger, where cannonballs were shot at Union ships during the Civil War, is on the property. 

NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 
ErQI!Li;5!r!YJ~j_r_c:;l ___ f::l_?llRIQ!JJ39§9§JI!~'§JQJJin<:!JJ~L!?.iJjJy_lnm';'JO<;l~_§Q_r§gygljng (Saturday) As local governments cut budgets and raise fees and taxes to help shore up revenue, the cost and n~ty of municipal recyding programs have 
come under scrutiny from elroEd officials and community residents. Under state laM local governments must recycle. Si nee 1989 Virginia has sp~ifiEd annual r~ycl ingrates for local governments. The rate startEd at 10 percent and eventually 
increasEd to 25 percent in 1995. In 2006 a new laM creatEd two different recycling rates basEd on population. Rural localities with populations of less than 100 poople per &:Juare mile qualify for a 15 percent recyding rete. Larger localities sti II 
have a rate of 25 percent. Steve Coe, environmental program sp~ialist with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, said the laM eff~tively means that local governments must have some kind of recycling services available to 
citizen, but it does not ~ify what kind of services must be providEd. York County and the City of Hampton are currently weighing cost issues with their curbside recyding programs. York pays $800,000 a year for a contract with a private 
company for curbside recycling. Hampton operctes its own curbside recycling program at a cost of $2.2 million, which indudes employees ... 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA DAILY 
From Early Bird Fredoriick County llooks at hiigher water, 'SalVer rates FrEderick County residents can expro to pay more for water and sewer to offset the local cost of stricter protroions for the Chesapeake Bay WatershEd. The FrEderick 
County Sanitation Authority plans to hold a public hearing on proposEd water and sewer rates at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the agency office, 315 Tasker Road, Stephens City. Higher costs to tract water and transport wastewater prompt the need to 
raise rctes, according to authority Dirroor Uwe Weindel. However, the rising costs of providing the uti I ities comes as a result of stricter rules protroing the Chesapeake Bay WatershEd, Weindel said Monday. The authority currently charges a 
minimum of $21.38 for the first 2,000 gallons of water and $27.85 for sewer in a two-month period at a standard home meter. Customers pay $3.69 per 1,000 gallons of water and $4.42 for sewer in excess of the minimum. The authority 
proposes to raise the base rate for water by 15 percent and sewer by 20 percent-- $24.58 and $33.42 resproively. If approvEd, customers would see their annual base water bills rise i ncreasefrom $128.28 to $147.48. According to information 
providEd on the authority's website, the agency proposes to increase the levy to $3.94 per 1,000 gallons of water usEd over the minimum. The authority proposEd increasing the sewer consumption rate to $4.72 per 1,000 gallons in excess of the 
minimum. 

TRI Cl Tl ES. COM 
\lirgii nii a studyJo_Look __ 9t.Q!JbJJQ_bogiJbJmp~_otooal_miniLng 
Coal mining opponents increasingly cite a series of r~t studies that draM a link between mining and poor public health, but not everyone is convincEd of their validity. Among the slkeptics are researchers at the Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic MEdicine, a school affi I iatEd with Virginia T~ that has begun a three-year study to assess whether there truly is a connroion. Dixie Tooke-RaNI ins, dean and ex~tive vice president of VCOM, said the proj~t began with a 
three-month review of existing research on the issue. "There hasj ust been a tremendous amount of information on health and coal communities; a lot of it is negative," she said. But.. .I grew up in rural Missouri, and there were a lot of the same 
diseases." ... The focus of the study, she said, wi II be on five chronic conditions: heart disease, cancer, hypertension, diabetes and obesity. It will focus on sites where VCOM has residency programs: Bluefield and Danville. Tooke-RaNiins said 
she has a hypothesis: "Coal mining in a community is not any worse than any other industry that has an impact on the environment and health." 

BNA DAILY ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
From Early Bird F.PA to 1Provi1de DeadlilnL'S for District of Columbia Sl:ormwater Permits EPA will provide the District of Columbia with explicit dea:llines for meeting interim and final stormwater discharge permit re::Juirements, following 
an agreement reachEd with environ mental groups. The agreement would re::Jui re the District of Columbia to develop a stormwater management i mpl ementati on pi an with explicit schEdules for rEducing stormwater runoff and meeting water 
quality standards for the Chesapeake Bay. At issue was a stormwcter discharge permit thct EPA issuEd in September 2011 for the District of Columbia's municipal separcte stormwater sewer system, or MS4. The Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Earthj ustice, and several other environmental groups challengEd this permit before the agency's Environmental Appeals Board in November, alleging the permit lackEd legally enforceable dea:llines for meeting Clean Water Act 
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obligaions(216 DEN A-8, 11/8/11). 
Under the terms of the agreement, EPA said it would insert clear and explicit interim and final deadlines in the permit for the District of Columbia to meet its stormwater discharge obligations, Rebocca Hammer, NRDC'swater program 
attorney, told BNA. EPA Region 3 spokesman David Sternberg said EPA has 55 days from the date of the agreement to issue a draft notice of proposed changes to the permit. The agency wi II then spend another 180 days before it takes final 
action on these changes, he said. EPA would meet the 180-day deadline provided it has completed its consultation with other agencies to comply with the Endangered SpociesAct. 

From Early Bird EPA to Sp~iJy l....oggiing IRoa::ls INea:liNo Water Diischarge Permits EPA says it will issue a rule to spocify that logging roads do not need discharge permits for stormwater runoff from logging roads. The rule is intended to 
prot oct the status quo on I oggi ng roads--on both pub I i c and private I and-by spoci fyi ng that they should be operated under best management practices, often developed by states, rather than regulate:! with National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permits under Soction 402 of the Clem Waer Act. The rule responds to a federal appeals court docision saying permits are required for logging road discharges, but EPA cites a section of the act which it says allows for" a 
range of regulatory and non-regul aory approaches." 

NEW YORK Tl MES 
From Early Bird F..di1tori1al: IE .. IPA and the Spruce M 11ne The Environmental Protoction Agency last year revoked a permit for a planned, 2,278-acre West Virginia coal mine that encapsulated everything wrong with a particularly destructive 
form of strip mining known as mountaintop removal. Two months ago, however, in a wrongheaded docision, a FEderal District Court judge ruled that the agency had not only exceeded its authority but resorted to "magical thinking" to justify 
its action. The agency has announcEd that it would appeal the judge's docision. This is exactly the right move, on two counts. First, the Spruce No. 1 mine would have burie:l6.6 miles of streams under tons of mining waste, inflicting permanent 
damage on the environment and local communities. Socond, it is important for the E.P.A. to assert its authority under the Clean Waer Act at a time when both the law and the agency are under fire in Congress. Judge Amy Berman Jackson's 
ruling turned on whether the agency had the authority to retroactively rescind a permit tha had already been granted by the Army Corps of Engineers. She ruled that it did not- that rescinding an approved permit was, in fact, a "stunning 
power for an agency to arrogaeto itself." As the agency poi nte:l out, Soction 404 of the Clean Water Act gives the E.P.A. broad authority to pratEd water quality, including the power to "withdraw" a permit "whenever" it determines that a 
projoct will cauE'e unacceptable damage to the environment. This authority has been used rarely, but it is there. Mountaintop mining involves blasting the tops off mountain ridges to expoE'e subsurface coal seams, then dumping the rubble 
below. Thousands of miles of streams in Appalachia have been destroyed in this way. The administration is right to stop this mine as part of its broader campaign to halt a ruinous and unnocessary practice. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
From Early Bird .$ti::i_~y::_jb]_J_QQ§!§L0.9L§!§_P.QH\:I.t~_§§_tb9.W9htA TLANTI C CITY, N.J.- A neN study by Rutgers University findstha NEMt JerE'ey's coastal waters are not as polluted as scientists had thought. Marine scientists studying 
pollution-sensitive E'e8 creatures on the ocean floor since 2007 found their numbers and types indicate healthier waer conditions than expocted. The study involved scooping small animals from 153 ocean floor sites along New Jersey's 127-mile 
coastline from Sandy Hook to Cape May. "Conditions were actually pretty good, pretty healthy," said Michael Kennish, the projoct's lead investigator. While state and federal officials doclared NEM! Jersey's near-shorewaters as 100 percent 
impaired in 2004, there were no m~or die-offs of fish or bottom-dwelling E'e8 creatures. That prompted the Rutgers team to wonder why, and to look more closely at exactly what type of animals were on the ocean floor. The scientists did not 
find that the waters were clean, but that they were cleaner than expocte:l. The survey found 28 percent of the sites sampled in 2007 and 2009 were rated as unpolluted, based on the high percentage of poll uti on-sensitive animals I ivi ng there. The 
remaining 72 percent were considered slightly poll ute:l. "Wej ust didn't find a heavily impacted environment," Kennish said. "Whet. we saw was typical of what you would see in a healthy community." The reE'earcherscollocte:l samples from a 
vessel equipped with an underwater shovel called a VanVeen Grab, designed to take procisely measured bites of the bottom. The scientists washed eoch sample through a sieve, preserved all the animals that remained, and brought them back to 
shore for sorting, counting and identification. They collocte:l about 113,000 organisms from 273 different spocies. Other reE'earch tochniques were used as well to complement the ocean floor daa The key wasE'eeing what types of small 
bottom-dwelling animals are present in a given location. In healthy areas, animals like clams, snails and shrimp can be expocte:l, along with tinier invertebrates. In contrast, in heavily polluted areas, one would expoct to find different types of 
animals dominating the environment, like certain spocies of worms that not only tolerate but thrive on SeN age sludge, for example. That sort of environment was rarely encountered, Kennish said. He said the study also shows that dissolved 
oxygen levels are not the only way to determine the health of coastal waters. 

HUFF/ NGTON POST {b/og) 
N.EB.IQ!s_~_9JQ_qeper L.ook Into Fracking Boom 
Last week, National Public Radio (NPR) took a deeper look into the natural gas boom in the U.S. The spocial E'eries, Ih?_Ec?J.c;lsJngf}QQm:_ML$$1ng_An~v_v_f:!(_§, questions what the gas boom is doing to the air and water in communities where 
fracking has bocome a houE'ehold name. The NPR E'eries explores the question "Are theE'€ wells erecting harmful pollutants?' and dives deep to identify issues caused from the more than 200,000 wells drilled in the U.S. inj ust under a docade . 
.... After reading and listening to thiswell-reE'earche:l NPR E'eries on the U.S. tracking boom, it's very clear to me that referring to natural gas as a cheap, homegrown solution to our nation's energy crisis is absurd. The promiE'e of oconomic 
rocovery, job growth and community wealth is an illusion tha the fossil fuel industry's propaganda machine is selling to the American people. Sacrificing human health and the environment in the name of corporate profits is criminal. We need 
to Educate our fellow Americans about the risks associae:l with continued UE'e of fossil fuels and support policies that will transition our nation to relying on cleaner, renewable sources of energy. 
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